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"SHALL PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS" This recent volume by John Adams 
Lowo, (American Library Association 1959, 21,50) will bo helpful to librari- 
ans and others interested in planning library buildings. Howevor, only one ° 
of the plans included is from a Southern state, with several from California, 
the latter, of course, boing appropriate for Texas climate, and suitablo in 
architectures 
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"POSTAGE RATE FOR BOOKS CHANGED" By an order effective Novomber 1, 
President Roosevelt has reduced the domostic parcel post rate on books to one 
and one-half conts a pound, rezardloss of zone, with a maximum weight limit of 
70 poundse Books must bo free of advertising mattor, except incidental book 
announcements, and contain over 24 pages none of which may be devoted to the 
keeping, of rocords. Parcels should be markod "BOOKS". 

This new rate is of particular interest to librarians as well as to 
other people who may havo occasion to send books by mail. For books woighing 
less than four pounds this is choapor than the old rato, but for books 
woighing four pounds or more the library parcel post rate, section P.L. and R, 
is cheaper. According to advice reccived from postal authoritios this old 
rato may still bo used when it is cheapor,. The biggest saving under tho new 
ruling is on books sont from ono state to anothcr, such as books ordered 
from dealers or publishorse 
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AIDS FOR CLEANTUG AND PRESERVING BOOKS Rivorside Public Library, 
Rivorside, California rives this formula for dressing old loather bindings: 





Noatsfoot oil 8 parts 
Lanolin 4 parts 
Paraffin 1 part 


Hoat and melt togethor and stir thoroughly. The cost of the matcrial is 
approximatcly 1/10 of a cont per booke | 

For washing pagcs the Riverside (California) Public Library uses tho 
following: 2 

3 parts Ivory Soap Flakes B 

1 part boiling wator 
Stir thoroughly until dissolved and Ict stad until cool, when mixture should 
have jollicd. Use with sliptly dam cloth, 

Lavo Company of jmcrica, 300 North Soventh Stroct, Milwoukeoo, Wisconsin 
produces a product called LAVO that can be used for cleaning books. The 
price will have to be considered by cach librarian, 
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NEW YORK TIMES FILE AVAILABLE Tho Midland County Library, Midland, 
Toxas has a comploto filo of Now York Times from Septomber 1, 1934 to datc 
which will bo givon to any MMbrary in Toxas which will pay tho packing and 
transportation, 
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"EXTENSION OF LIBRARY es IN RURAL AREAS" Dr, Louis R,. Wilson, 
in an address delivered before the Assdviavion o Grant Colleges and 
Universities, Chicago, November 14, 1938, printed in "School and Society", 
March 25, 1939, bosides showing the meager library resources of rural 
populations said, in part: . 

"The public library movement got a firm foothold in the United States 
in 1851 when the Boston Public Library was established. This first major 
public library, which profoundly influenced the organization and adminis- 
tration of subsoquent librarios, limited its services to the population of 
the City of Boston, Unfortunately for the rural populations, public _ 
libraries havo goncrally followed this pattern, and library sorvico has 
usually stopped at city borders. Tho forco of this oxamplo has boon 
strengthened by the American Municipal Association, as this organization, 
in its model charter for citios, has strossed tho importance of restricting 
municipal services to tho limits of the municipality limits, This has 
resulted in making the library largoly an urban institution, and since tho 
groatost concentrations of tax-producing property aro usually to be found 
in cities, rural areas have largely lacked the ability to support library 
sorviceés eee The difficulty in securing support for rural library sorvice 
has always boon threo-fold. City librarians have not been able to extend 
service beyond city limits, State library agencies have not been able to 
provide sufficient personnel or books to render effective statewide service 
to rural residents, and state legislation providing for the support of 
libraries has been permissive rather than mandatory. ... Michigan is the 
only state which, through its constitution, has deliberately made support 
of libraries mandatory, and has passed general enabling legislation to — 
that ends .+. ‘The world in which rural America will find itself a decade 
hence will be vastly different from that of to-day. The rural citizen of 
tomorrow will require a more effective library service than he now pose 
sesses to increase his efficiency, to conserve the natural resources under 
his control, to understand the relationships which he should maintain 
with his community, the state, the nation and the world at large, and to 
understand himself and to increase tho satisfactions of his inner life. 

The special bullotin, the country weekly, the farm journal and the ine 
creasing service of the radio vill not compensate for the well-equipped, 
competently stuffed county or regional library, working in full cooperation 
with all othor rural cgencics." 

The foregoing is but a small portion of this stimulating survey of 
library facilities in rural areas, 
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STATUS OF COUNTY LIBRARIAN'S CERTIFICATE The certificates of those 
librarians only who were employed as county librarians prior to 1935, — 
were rendered permanent by the amendment passed by the 44th Legislaturo, 
Regular Session, 1935, according to an opinion from the office of the 
Attorney General, rendered March 21, 1939, The opinion follows: "Wo 
answer that the clause referred to applies only to those who had received 
librarians' cortificates prior to the passage of the amendment." 
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FOR POSTAGE ONLY John A. Overstreet, the author of "Song of the Old 
Southwest’, has givon to the Toxas State Library seventy copies for dis- 
tribution among the public librarics of tho stato. A request, accompanied 
by 15 cents to cover postage and packing will bring a copy to your librarye 
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POLICY GOVERNING DEMONSTRATION COLLECTIONS During 1937 a new policy 
was adopted in the Field Office. e fourteen small demonstration book 
collections which had been in existence for several years were concentrated 
into a few large collections. The reason for this was that the small 
collections had not been effective, none apparently having accompolished its 
purpose of creating a county library. Two hundred and fifty books lent to a 
county of several thousand people were not adequate to demonstrate library 
service. The demonstration collection library now numbers some four thousand 
volumes, and the three thousand volumes purchased with WPA funds have been 
pooled with the demonstration books, and are to be lent to counties and areas 
under the same policy as the Texas State Library Books, 

The policy for lending the books is as follows: When o county has ~~“ 
organized a committee of the leaders of the county fer li*rary astatlishnent, 
it is deemed that a large demonstration of books would be a further sv.mulus 
to the commissioners' court and to the people, and give a clearer knowledge of 
what county library service can mean, a large demonstration is then lent, 
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PROGRESS OF THE STATE AID BILL On February 8, 1939, the education 
committee of the louse of Representatives, at the public hearing, reported 
out favorably House Bill 308. This bill is the revision bill, and provides 
for certain changes in the law governing the Texas Library and Historical © 
Commission, and the covnty Libr rv lnw,. House Bill 309, which carries the 
$750,000 appropriation for t..e biennium for state aid, and which was referred 
to the appropriationscommittee was, on March 1, at public hearing, laid on 
the table. This means that, if the authors of the bill urge it strongly 
enough, the bill will be brought up again for further consideration. 

Senate bills 227 and 310 which are identical with House bills 308 and 
509 were both referred to the Senate Finance Comnittee, and at public hearing 
on April 5, the revision bill, S. 227, was reported out favorably, and the 
appropriation bill, S. 310, was referred to the sub-committee, where it will 
be "worked over", as Chairman Roberts said, “at a regular meeting of that 
committee". Senator Roberts said this would no doubt be on March 27 or 29. 
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FEDERAL AID TO RURAL LIBRARIES BILL The federal aid bill for education, : 
including libraries, introduced into the Senate February 13, numbered S, 1305, is §| 
similar to S. 419 of last year. H.R. 3517, introduced January 31, is a 
companion bill, and was introduced by Representative William H. Larabee, of 
Indiana, chairman of the House Committee on Education. The allotments for 
Texas, based on computations made by the president's advisory committee on 
education, would be, for rural library services: 1939-1940, $124,561; 1940-1941, 
$249,122; 1941-1942 and each of the three succeeding years, $373,683. 

On Larch 21, the Senate Committee on Education and Labor reported 
favorably to the Senate on the Harrison-Thomas bill, S. 1305. This vote was 
based on the hearings held March 2, 3 and 10. 

Miss Julia Ideson, Librarian, Houston Public Library, is state 
representative for the American Library Association Committee on Federal Relations 
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TEXAS LIBRARIES will appreciate any contribution, suggestion or news 
item that the librarians and other friends of libraries will send in. 
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AMONG TEXAS LIBRARIES The Carson County Free Library has distin- 
guishod itself by the production of:a fine moving picture in colors which 
gives the wholo of the history of the establishment of the county library. 
It is a perfect piece of work, and very commendable, and the first of its 
kind among the libraries of Texas. 

Rusk County Library is looking forward to the use of the new book- 
mobile which will be ready to begin "going" sometime’in May, Tho library 
now. has ten branches, and during 1938 circulatcd 129,513 books from’ age 
11,352 volumes. Tho appropriation for the library for 1938 was {13,417969¢ 

Tho Travis County Library report is intercsting and attractive with 
its delicately colored charts to illustrate such topics as "What do thoy 
read?" “Who borrows books?" and "What kind of non-fiction do they road?" 
There are now 1,009 county borrowers, who, during 1938 borrowed 11,573 
bookse 

Tom Greon County Library rogistered twice as many Women 15 mon 
during 1938, Tho annual report’ showed the figuros wero 2,372 women borrow= 
ers rogistorod as comparcd to 1,186 men, 

The Houston Public Library consideros tho bookmobile tho library's 
outstanding achicvoment of 1939. But the library looks forward to making 
further stridos in reaching the 200,000 mark in number of volumos, and in 
starting the now Park Placo library. The building for the library will be 
constructed with funds subscribed by residents of the neighborhood, and 
supplomonted by a PWA grante 

"Young Pegasus", tho annual pootry publication of tho San Antonio 
Public Library will bo published soon aftor April 15, when tho contest for 
Boxar County boys and girls betwodn tho agos of 6 to 18 has closod, Tho 
annual has boon publishod sinco 1928, and is a roal contribution to 
Toxiana, 

If future plans matcrialize for tho now Fort Worth Public Library 
building, there will cvcntually be sovoral special rooms, which have bcon 
provided for in the construction, Ono will be a soundeproof room in which 
blind roadors may liston to talking books; another sound-proof one whore 
music studcnts may try out soloctions from tho library of music; a picturo 
end a print room; ca locturo room, and an cxhibition room, 
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APPOINTMENTS Miss Kathorine Ard, for morc than nine ycars assist= 
ant librarian of the Tom Greon County Library, has beon appointod librar- 
ian of tho Nucces County Free Librarye 

Mrs. Olna Otis Boaz, for ton years assistant in tho Children's 
Department of tho San Antonio Public Library, has become tho librarian of 
the Cooke County Froe Library, upon the rosignation of Miss Wayne Martine 

Mrs. Edwin Marshall, one-time librarian of the Tyler Public 
Library, has been made librarian of -the Upshur County Freo Library, 

Mrs. Lila M, Wassell, former librarian of the Wink High School 
Library, and recently night librarian of the Texas State Library, has boon 
made librarian of the Winkler County Freo Librarye 
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_ FOR TRUSTEES ONLY? "Tho public library is no longor o missionary 
onterpriso dopondont on rcecipts from rwmmogo salos, It is no longor a 
luxury but a nocdod public “sorvice agency. It is an cducational instithtion 


demanding adequate support by taxation." = "Tho Trustee and His Libraryg" 
A. L.A. , 1927. 
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A.L.A. BOARD AND COMMITTEE, MEMBERS IN TEXAS 


Clanton, Cleora P, Le, Dalias Friends of Libraries 
Coffin, Helen Ts. La RNetama-P.L., Corpus Christi Cataloging and Class- 
ification 
Coney, Donald University of Texas L., Austin Resources of Ameri- 
can Lse, Board on 
Chim, 
Goree, Edwin Sue Texas Library Assn., Austin Code of Ethics 
Harris, Me. Me ». San Antonio Express, San Publicity 
Antonio 
Hoole, Wim, Stanley Baylor University Library, Waco A.L,.A. Library Radio 
Broadcasting 
Ibbotson, Joseph S. Rosenberg Library, Galveston Membership 
Ideson, Julia P,.L., Houston Federal Relations, 
; State Ropresontative 
Moffit, Alexander Univ. of Texas Le, Austin Le Equipment and 
F Appliances 
Sullivan, Mrs, Maud P.L., El Paso Work With Foreign 
Durlin Born 
=O 
GOVIRNLIENT ROORGANIZATION Citizens will be interested in Buck's 
moor ganization of State Governments in the U. S. which has been recently 





published. Rocent changes and proposed changes in the various state govorne 
ments are clearly listed and explained. Tho State Library has a copy to 
1 ende 
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THE DIVISION OF DICTIONARY CATALOGS Rolf Ke Hagedorn, Cataloger, 
University of Toxas Library (otherwise’lkmown as the lMirabeau B,. Lamar 
Library) writes in tho Library Journal, March 15, 1939, concerning thé 
urgent need for tho simplification of library card catalogse Mr. Hagedorn 
leaves ono with the impression that division of the dictionary catalog 
into separate author, subject, and title catalogs is probably the answer. 
"The very bulk of tho catalog inspires a fecling of awo, foar and holplesse 
ness. That overy kind of patron, from the bibliographer to tho reader of 
ephomeral fiction, will at somo time or other complain about the catalog 
is not at all surprising when one considers the fact that a careful li- 
brarian will hositate to filo cards without having the filing rules at hand." 

But there are other notable points which aro brought out, espociale 
ly ono from Miss Amy Wood's "California Divides Its Catalog" (abrary 
Journal, Octobor 1, 1938) : "The complicatod arrangomont of the dictionary 
catalog has progressod to a stage whore tho averago undergraduate has not 
been ablo to usc it." r 

Some sort of roform of tho card catalog is undoubtedly imminont, 
and porhaps moro neoded in publ¥c than.in othor librarics. 
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~"K_PCOPLE'S UNIVERSITY"” Patrons and’thoir librarians will find much 
to profit from in tho resume of Alvin Johnson's booky A’ Pooplo's ers ty 
that will be found in Survéy Graphic for November 1938, e boo solf 
is not availables Howover, copics can be borrowcd from the Texas Stato 
Librarye - 
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TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING The annual meeting of 
the Texas Library and Historical Commission was held at the Texas State 
Library on March 21, 1939. Four members of the Commission were present at- the 
meeting. :. Among other things, the Commission discussed the state aid bill 
and went on record as endorsing federal aid, and will ask the Congressmen 
from Texas to lend their support to the bill. 
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TO PROSPECTIVE COUNTY LIBRARIANS Librarians who are considering enter- 
ing the county library field can become informed as to the requirements for 
certification by writing to Miss Fannie M, Wilcox, chairman, State Board of 
Library Examiners, Texas State Library, Capitol Building, Austin, . Exami- — 
nations are held’ twice a year, and the spring examination this year will be 
held May 5 and 6, in the libraries of the members of the board, as follows: 
Texas State Library, or the University Library, Austin; Waco Public Library; 
Tom Green County Library, San Angelo; Our Lady of. the Lake College, San 
Antonios 

During the past biennium, 25 candidates have taken the examination 
and.‘21 certificates have been issued. Three certificates have been renewed, 
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T.S.C.W. LIBRARY SCIENCE DEPARTMENT ACCREDITED BY A.L.A. The American 
Library Association Board of Education has recognized the Department of 
Library Science of the Texas State College for Women as an accredited school 
for training school librarians. This is the first recogrition to be given a 
state-supported library department in Texas. The TSCW Department of Library 
Science has been accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools for many years. Representatives of A.L.A. investigated the department, 
checked the accuracy of a questionnaire that had been sent in, and interviewed 
school superintendents who engage alwmi as school librarians, 

Miss Mary 5, Buffum, Director of the Library Science Department, says 
that of the 238 graduates thirteen are on the staffs of college libraries in 
Texas, one is cataloger in Georgia State College for Womeh, 100 are high school 
librarians in Texas, three are working with WPA library projects, one is 
librarian of a public library in Texas, one is en the staff of the New York 
Public Library, one is in the government printing library at Washington, DeCe, 
and two are on the staff of the Texas State Library at Austine 

iembers of the library science faculty are Miss Buffum, director of the 
department since 1928; Miss Mary D. Taylor, associate professor; and Miss 
Madeline F, Canova, assistant professor. 
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FIGURES WITH A PAST AND SOME’FUTURE Ten county libraries have been 
established in Texas since April 1, 1937, so that there are now 71 tax 
supported, permanent public libraries in the state, 46 of which are municipal 
and 25 county-wide. Free service is also given by 99 club libraries. But 
Texas has no regional libraries, no multiple county libraries and no county * 
libraries contracting with another county for library service. There are 87 
counties without county libraries which should be able to support them, as 
they have from $10,000,000 to $287,969,430 (Dallas County) of assessed 
valuation, 

The last county libraries to be established are: Nueces County Free 
Library; Upshur County Free Library; Winkler County Free Library. 
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RADIO AS A MEDIUM OF LIBRAREEYRMBCITY.. The HeCulioch County 
Library repo prepares program every Thursday, which runs 
fifteen minutes, beginning at 11:45 cam. This is broadcast from the local 
radio station and the results are "great." The library docs not pay for 
the time on the air, 

Tom Green County Library does not use radio publicity extensivoly. © 
At ohe time the library had a’ story hour once a week in the summor months. 
Also, for two months one time, the library cooperated with the’ Parent 
Teachers Association and gave talks on homemaking, child caro, person- 
ality and peace, The library suggested books available at the library on 
thoso subjocts. . aD 

Tho Pottor County Library bogan its radio program in March 1933. 

Tho fifteon minutos is used for book roviows, cithor giving detailed ro= 
viows of two books or bricfor revicws of a list of books. The program is 
given by “the library as a part of our library servico through tho 
courtesy of K.G.N.C.e" A thome son g is -usod at the beginning of the pro» 
gram, Tho p rogram carried to three adjoining states and tho responso is 
gratifying. Mon ovon tune in on their car radios. The librarian considors 
"the program tho best source of library advertising that I attompt." 

Those throe aro tho only roports that tho Toxas State Library has 
reccivod on tho uso of the radio in library publicity, Tho library will 
be glad to got information from any other library in Toxas that usos tho 
radio for’ publicizing the library's scrvicos. Dr, Wm, Stanley Hoole, 
Librarian, Baylor Univorsity Library, has boon appointed on the A.LeA. 
Committee on Library Broadcasting, but has, as yot, no information con= 
corning what tho librarios in Toxas are doings 
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DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS Tho Association of School 
Librarios of District 25 was hold on Fobruary 18 in Victoria, Thoro wore 
twonty-fivo school librarians present, bosidces the officers of tho 
Associations 

Announcement has reocontly boon mado of tho formation of a Panhandle 
District Library Asséciation, to be oallod tho Cap Rock Library Association. 
Mrse Ruth E. Dolzell, Librarian, Pottcr’ County Library was olottod pros= 
idont, and Mrs, Lotha Gramor, Librarian, Carson County Library, first vicoe 
president. The Association was organizod on Decombor 17, 1938. 
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NATIONAL COST ACCOUNTING SURVEY of LIBRARIES Tho trustces of the 
Tyroll Public Library havo accoptod the offer to participato in a 
comprohonsive cost accounting survey of fifty of the country’s most NF 
roprosontativo librarios. Tho Carnogio Corporation has sct aside a $3500 
grant for this purposos Tho fifty libraries aro to donate one-fifth of 
ono per cont of their gross income for 1938 as thoir pro rata sharo of 
the oxponsos,. Thus Tyroll Library will roceivo tho results of a Rss 
ovaluation survoy for $85.00 which would ordinarily cost $500. A spociale 
ist will visit the library and oach staff mombor will kccp a work shoot 
dailye Calculations will bo donc with modern mchincs at committoce hoade 
quartors at Montolair, Now Jorscy, Tho survoy will be mado four timos a 
year to dotormino tho offoot of seasons on costs and sorvicos. Tho 
survey findings will be publishcd in a book. Tho movoment startod at tho 
Montclair, Now Jorscy library and its hond libraria n, Wm, E, Marcus, 
is national chairman of tho survcys 
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